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By Joux E. Brucse.
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¢ The Passing Throng. §

If we wait long enough for the truth
it will come jogging alongeven though
its pace be slow.

In an address delivered by Bishop
Henry C. Potter of New York at St
Pauls church. New Haven, Conn., &
short time ago that learned and able
prelate discussing the Chinese troubles
said: “If I were to take a brief.in any
court in christendom for one side or
the other, I should take the brief for
China. And there can be no doubt! as
to which side was responsible for the
beginning of the cause in the recent
troubles.
engineers, bankers, merchants and
men who had commercial interests at
stake in China, are re:ponsible for
what has happened. Not all of them
have been of one nation, not all Eag
lish speaking m«a, nothing could have
been more bratal than th2 policies of
Christian nations dealing with theee
pagan people. We have trampled under
foot everything that the Chinese deewm
most sacred.”’

This is the naked truth, stript of all
veribage, sentimentalism and humbug
a confession of the guilt of the so-called
Christian missionaries and fore banded
speculators out of all the nations of
Euarope including America who lik-
vultares have swooped down upon the
Chinese in their own country and like
thieves have looted Ohina afier the
manner of the most expert European
and American barglars. If this 18 the
teaching of western civilizition and
western Christianity, good Lord de-
liver us. The Bishops righteous de
nunciation of the shamelessacts of pro-
fesging Christians in China in destroy
ing property, in stealing valuables. in
decHorating the places held sicred by
these 80 called pagans is indeed a sad
reflection upon the quality of European
civilization and Christianity. Iatelli
gent Chinamen like Mr. Wa, can have
only contempt and loathivg for a civi
lization and a religion which professes
one thing aund practices another.

P

It is indeed refreshing to note tha:
the American conscience i3 becoming
aroused to the enormity and gravity of
the iniquities which Jisgrace 1ts name
and belittle its manhood in far off
China. It augurs well for another ciass
of unfortunates who have in this coun-
try of ours long been the vi:tims of this
same civilization and religion I wil
pot call it Christianity, which i3 the
proudest boast of the pushing, perii.
nacicus white man of America Fome
day. perhaps, before the end of the
present century, ap indignant white
Bishop, like good Bishop Potter wil
rise up and denounce the shameful ard
cowardly treatment accorded the Ne-
gro by his white fellow-citiz:ns and
show them whatrank demsgogues and
bypocrites—whited sepulchres some of
them are. The Churchmsn, the official
organ or one of the offizial organs of the
great Episcopal Church in America,
re inforces Bishop Potter’s strong ut-
terances in the following plain and
meaningful 8axon: ‘So vile1s the pe
havior of 1epresentatives of Christian
nations that we cannct befoul these
colamns by repeating or describing or
even naming them. We care not then
how this infernal state of things began.
we cale not one straw who is responsi-

bje for the beginning of the trouble,

# = * Professing Christian’

Those white skinned demons ought to
be recslied from which they bave de'
filed with more than blood. The be
bavior of theChristian powersin China
is the blackest blot that has been casi
upon the Christian pame in many a
generation, and unless we are prepared
to renounce, dencunce and punish
these white men’s crimes, in the name
and truth let us scop prating of the
white man’s burden which we are
manifestly not wortby to bear.

Sarcly we are on the threshold of the
millenium—the beldness of this edr
toria) utterancesignalizes,let us hope the
beginning of the period of .ruth telling
by white American jrurpals, secular
and religious which have heretofore
conveniently and for obvious reasons
failed or refuced to discues questions of
the m agnitude and imsportance of the
Chinese queetion and of the Negro
question—so called—except in & vague
aud meaningless way, But even this
ediloria! utterance conceals as it ad.
mits, more than 1t reveals and we are
left todraw upon our imagination for
the detaiis of the horrible crimes com
mitied by these ‘‘white skinned de-
mons,” some of whom of course are
Americans. What a terrible arraign-
ment of the “superior race?” But why
and how superioi? because it has the
sirength of a giant and the instinct of a
baib:r.an dcres the possession of these
qualities constitute superority? or the
abllity to brow-'beat and defraud apd
plunder. “Loot’’ I believe 18 the correct
word these helpless Chinamen, or to
destroy their sacred temples of wor
ship and cast lois among themseives
for the treasure found in them? or to
turp the Imperial Palace into a theatre
and caricature thair religious customs
and habits. Do these things show the
saperiority of the**superiorrace? When
a man Jike Bishop Potter and a re
ligious newspaper like the Churchman
condemn the preclices of these *‘su
perior people’’ in such strong and bit-
ter terms it 18 very clear that their
deeds in the Ornent have been 8o dis
graceful, inhuman and brutal that they
oeggar description.

If all the sickening and horrible de*
tails of the work of the powers in
China were fully known it is not un-
iikely that civiiized and christianized
humsnity the world over whose repra-
sentatives there have di:graced their
civilization ard religion, would hang
18 head 1n shame. The other ha!f of
he ruth would come trotting along
perhaps before the powers will have
finished casting lots to decide how
much of Chiuna each of them shall steal
t»izdemnify them for losses sustained
ia a cowardly conflict with this ancient
peopie which they, the powers precipi-
ta'ed with malign purposes and for
commercial advantage.

Adverting again to the slanderous
a1d libelous animadversions of that
unfortunate and lonesome creature,
W. H. Thomsas, comments on whose
brok fill two and a half pages in the
carrent issue of the Literary Digest.
I wish to call attention to the reason
:ng emwployed by the alleged Negro, in
comdemnation of the mental capacity
of hie(?) raca. He says ‘““T'he Negro has
all the physical endowments of intel-

lect, but he bas & mind that never
J

| tion as of yore.

bR

thinks in complex {lerms, ete., etc.
If this reasoning is logical and Mr.
Thomas ipsists that he is a Negro—he
has manifestly outclassed bimeself. If
he is & Negro with ail the pbysical en-
dowment etc., be bhas succeeded in
describing himself as well as other Ne-
groes. Mr. Thcmas’ bcok is a foreible
reminder of the o!d saw that the fool
killer is still on earth I observe that
the Southern newspsapers like the Rich
mond Times, News and Courier and
other rank democrstic sheets, are de~
voling not a little space to these out-
givings and lauding the author of them
as fu'somely as though he was a six-
legged gorilla, something wonderful
to contemplate. The men who edit
these journals ss well &s those who
read and approve their editorial policy
would bang Mr. Tomass, the traitor, as
high as he deserves to be hung ifhe pre-
sumed upon their favorable reception
of his latest infamy to get into
their social class, Now that be has
told the white man all bhe thinks he
knows about the Negro (and it isn’t
much) the white man will bunch him
with all who wear “the shadewed liv-
ery of the burnished sun’’ end call him
a “‘literary nigger’’ with as much unc.
Selt respecting Ne-
groes can only treat him with the con®
tempt and loathing with which they
would treat any bipec that fouls its
own nest, or any coward who would at
tempt the life of a woman wWho gave
him suck. The book is not worthy of
serious reflection or consideration. The
author has succeeded merely in dem-
onstrating to white people, who will
buy the bouk and read it eagerly be-
cause some of them will want to be-
liave its slanders against the Negro—to

whet low depths on claiming to bs or

race can descend when chasing noto-
riety and cash. His notoriety will Jast
loager than the cash paid for his bratal
attack upon a helpless and defenseless
and patient race. 1 do not forget Olive
Schreiner’s characterization of the Ne-
groes(?) of Thomas’ etamp and 1 will not
repeat 1t here though it is very apropos.

—

The New York Svn aund several oth-
er newspapers of more or less promi-
nence (and the more obscure the sheet
the longer the editorial) have taken Mr.
Wu, the Chinese Minister, to task for
for commenting on the attitude of
Geaneral Otis, in re Chinese exclusion
act upon which he based his declina-
tive to accept the hospitality o/ a Roech-
ester organization of which General
O.is was the guest of honor. After
reading Mr, Wu a lecture on the orator*
ical and chirographical limitations of
Foreign Ambassadors in so far as the
policies of the governments to which
ttey are accredited are concerned.
some of these stateemen journalists re
mark, parenthetically that the Minister
wais indi:creet in alluding to the race
giestion 238 he did in the Clevelacd
Leader interview (which by the way
did not receive as wide publicity ss
8 .me other interviews which have come
ander my cbservation during the past
thirty years and which were not half
80 interesting, instructive, truthfuland
readable,) None of these great jour-
nals of news and opinion were at one
with the Minister in the thought that
the solution of the problem is to be
found in intermarriage. I cannot ssy
that I am in sgreement with that idea
myeelf, but 1 believe in every man and
every woman marrying whom they
please if it pleases them tomarry whom
they please,

Some republican journals, notably
the Albacy Evening Journal, under-
takes to eay and withcut any very ac-

enrate knowledge ¢ 5 ¢

of the Negroes on 1he -
cegenation how they f¢,

eic., using the follow

language to expre:s i
cegeration, “Then he

cussed in an interview 7 ;

g0 delicate a question as

race question, and made (he prer
ous suggesticn that it could ‘;:’
by miscegensation. Tri: view lL'é,‘:
correct flom the Chinesesigrg,.,
but in this country the iutelligey,
both races would condenn it
qualification.’’ This is a whole

ful of very vigorous Encjisp
they facte? I sm nct faverirg
genation, 1 don’t belicve in ity
want none of it, but I (‘.;,.;.lt.y:“
freedom in its largest and poy
sense when it does not trench y;“._»:
prejudice the righis snd freedy
others. 1 thirk I sm sble {0 e
tween the .lines of this editoril g
republican newsraper quite as gy
as appears in cold type. A
can white women &re uniied inp
riasge to Indians, Chivese, Jews [y
men, Japanese, Sco'chmen, Epgl
men without {funds. ltaliars apdiag
colored Spaniards. Any Negrow
education, culture ard moreyan
to marry a white woman who wifs
either him or his money, (zerenfl
they want the money) bas s verk
right to make such a coutract 1y
other pariy is agreeible and it waull®
be no more preposterons than som: e

the unholy alliarces which arew

common in South Carclina, belws
white men and colored women v
the former are too cowardly to msnge
At Aiken, 8 C., ard numerous o
points in that State the coffspring
these unions tske the nsmes of i
white fathers who secm to be proud
them, would it not be more honor
more manly for these white e
m arry these Nogro women the toli
with them as their misiresse:? |
white race at the South Is fasl gl
to seed and obs vant men of allm
already see the beginning of the (i
though they do not talk on lic g
ject as pointedly %8 Ssgacicus Mr. ¥
whoee visfon is ressonably clear &
penetrating,
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